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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New Braunfels ISD is currently in the process of requesting a variance from the Texas Commission on

Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to proceed with the replacement of grass with artificial turf at Unicorn Stadium.

After the NBISD Board of Trustees voted on April 28, 2008 to proceed with the stadium and track upgrades, staff

members began working to complete the contract and to seek the needed permits. An engineer has reviewed the

plans and made contact with the TCEQ. As part of the permitting process there is a need for a Water Pollution

Abatement Plan (WPAP).

Because the installation of the turf will cause no increase to the pollutant load and since the new artificial turf field

will decrease nutrient loads by not requiring monthly applications of fertilizer to maintain the field, the District is

requesting a variance.

The drainage under the field also acts as a limited storage facility for runoff from the field.  Approximately 45,000

cubic feet of storage could be contained under the field.  

In a letter to the TCEQ, the district states, ÒThere are no drilled holes proposed in the pursuit of the construction

effort.  We hereby assure you that all of the proposed construction effort required for construction of the football field

improvements will not significantly change the existing drainage patterns, geologic conditions or the re-charge condi-

tions of the site and that the improvements are in general conformance with the requirements of the approved WPAP.Ó

Once all required permits are secured, a recommendation for a contract with schedule and contractor will be pre-

sented to the school board.  

The field at Unicorn Stadium was originally developed in 1964 just after the high school was completed, and has

had no major modifications. The artificial turf will allow more utilization from athletics, band, and extra-curricular

activities.

If the work cannot be completed prior to the first of September, an alternate schedule of construction is being

considered. 
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