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One Student at a Time

TEA Reveals NBISD Completer Rate Jumps

The Texas Education Agency released data this week that indicates New Braunfels ISD has had ‘tremendous
success’ with recovering dropouts and assisting them with credit recovery options and guiding them through the
requirements needed to graduate.

“Completer | rates from TEA indicate a tremendous increase in the number of students completing high school
requirements in NBISD,” said Assistant Superintendent Victoria Pursch. “This year’s completer rate increased to
an impressive 95.9 percent from the previous rate of 86.3 percent.” Demographic sub-group increases were also
seen and all areas exceeded even the goals set by district and campus staff at the beginning of the school year.

Pursch said she credits this success with the extensive work by staff members from the NBISD alternative
learning campus — The Learning Center and New Braunfels High School, along with the support from Director of
Special Program Elisa Racanelli, NBISD Attendance Officer Irma Perez and Safe Schools Healthy Students grant
staff members.

“This team recovered 16 percent of the 435 students in the Class of 2007 and brought them back into the
NBISD educational system for a fifth year to help them earn a diploma,” Pursch said. “That means that 55 of the
63 students who had previously left New Braunfels High School without a diploma were recovered and went on
to pass TAKS. Three of those students passed the test to earn a General Educational Development (GED).”

Learning Center Administrator Donna Jackson said she credits the success to meeting the individual needs of
every student.

“The success is linked to working individually with kids and forming relationships with them and working inten-
sively in their areas of need,” said Jackson. “We helped them set specific goals and provided a lot of encourage-
ment and academic support. Teachers have to be very flexible and adapt their support to what the kids need.

“These results are very invigorating. We are on the right track,” said Jackson. “I know what we did well and |
know what we need to do better.”

Jackson said many of the students who were recovered saw this as a chance they really didn’t think they had.

“We worked on strategies that would keep the students coming to school. Whether it was a TAKS tutorial,
checking in on attendance, or meeting any of their immediate needs, it was literally kid by kid.”

The Learning Center offers NovaNET for students which is a comprehensive, online courseware system that
meets countless needs through an interactive curriculum. Students can pace themselves through this online
course work which helps them earn high school credit.
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