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Parents and Students: 
 
We are pleased to present the following course catalog for the 2008-2009 school year.  This publication 
provides information to assist our students as they make critically important decisions in planning their 
middle school and high school programs, ultimately leading to their chosen post-graduation plans.   
 
Course decisions that students make this year will impact future course choices and help to determine 
which academic programs are available to these students in high school.  At first glance the information in 
this program may appear overwhelming; please be assured that it will become more familiar as you 
develop your academic goals and post graduate plans. 
 
If you have any questions about information in this publication or questions regarding your educational 
goals, your teachers, counselors and administrators are ready to provide you with guidance.  We believe 
two - way communication is vital to the success of our students, and we encourage you to take 
advantage of the parent meetings held during registration week.  Additionally, the email addresses of the 
campus counselors are included on the next page for your convenience.   
 
Whether you represent the class of 2013, 2014 or 2015, New Braunfels ISD is committed to your 
success! 

 
 
 

NEW BR AUNF ELS  ISD  
Middle Sc hool Cour se Guide 

2008-2009 
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NBI SD: A Pr em i er  D i st r i ct É One St uden t  at  a T i m e! 
 

Ac ademi c Pl ann i ng for  Su ccessfu l  Fu t u r es 
   
M i ddl e Sch ool  Su ccess 
Success in mi ddle school requi res careful planning so that  students progress academi cal ly and 
intel lectual ly dur ing t hei r middle school years. This preparedness ensures advancement  to the 
high school levels and provides st udents wi t h the needed foundat ion to meet  the grad uat ion 
requi rements set  fort h by St ate Board  of Education.   This course guide is intended to assist  in 
answeri ng many of t he quest ions parents and students have about  the middle school and high 
school course requirements.  Of course, campus admi nist rat ors, counselors and teachers are a 
great  resource for informat ion and guidance.  Please do not  hesit ate to call , emai l  or schedule a 
meet ing in order to receive assistance wi t h quest ions or concerns. Helpful phone numbers and 
email addresses are: 

 
OakRun Ð Off ice Number:  830-627-6400 
OakRun Counselor:  Stephanie Hataway (shat away@newbraunfels.txed.net ) 
 
New Braunfels M iddle School Ð Offi ce Number:  830-627-6270 
New Braunfels M iddle School Counselors:                                                                            
Nina Gri gsby(ngri gsby@newbraunfels.t xed.net )                                                                                     
Rene Vega (r vega@newbraunfels.txed.net ) 

 
NBI SD course guides are also avai lable onl ine at  www.newbraunfels.txed.net   
 
Par en t  Gu i de  f or  St uden t  Success  
Parents play an infl uent ial role in helping t heir student  to plan, prepare and enrol l  in appropri ate 
courses of st udy.   

¥ Parents should make every effort  to stay informed by at tending t he regist rat ion parent  
meet ings, reviewi ng mater ials and informat ion as they receive t hem. 

¥ Parents need to go over t he course mat er ials wit h t heir st udents and discuss course opt ions 
and other curr icular opport unit ies 

¥ Parents should encourage al l  st udents to get  involved in at  least  one ext ra curr icular 
activi t y or aft er school club/program.  St udents who stay involved in these activi t ies are 
more l ikely to experi ence academi c success. 

 
M i ddl e Sch ool  Cou r se Requ i r em en t s 
Middle school courses offered in NBI SD meet  and exceed t he requi rements set  fort h by t he Texas 
Education Agency.  NBI SD ensures suff icient  t ime is provided for teachers to teach and for  
students to learn the Texas Essent ial Knowl edge and Sk i l ls (TEKS) in al l  subject areas including 
the core areas of English language art s, mat hemat ics, science, and social st udies.  Addit ional ly, the 
mi ddle school programs offer opport unit ies for students to develop social ly and emot ional ly 
through mult iple academi c and social programs and activi t ies. 
 
NBI SD middle school campuses provide inst ruct ion in a vari et y of arr angements which al lows for 
developmental ly appropri ate inst ruction for al l  student  populat ions, support ing st udent  
at tainment  of course expectat ions and grade level standards.  NBISD mi ddle schools are on a 
semester system indicating t hat  there are two (2) semesters of approximat ely 90 days each. 
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Cou r se Pl an n i n g and Requ i r em en t s at  a Gl an ce 
 

6TH GRADE Sample Schedule 
Language Arts 1 credit   

Mathematics 1  credit 1 Language Arts  
Science 1 credit 2 Math I  

Social Studies 1  credit 3 Social Studies  
**Physical Education 1  credit 4 Science  

***Fine Arts 1  credit 5 Physical Education 
Elective 1  credit 6 Beginning Band 

Total 7  Credits 7 Art 
 
Fine Arts course is selected from choir, band, theater arts, or art. 
*All students scoring below 2200 on TAKS will be placed in a Targeted Elective.  
** Students must earn 2 PE credits between 6th–8th grade. 1 credit will be taken in 6th grade 
***Students must earn 1 credit in Fine Arts between 6th - 8th grade. 
 

7TH GRADE Sample Schedule 
English Language Arts 1 credit   

Mathematics 1  credit 1 English Language Arts  Pre 
AP 

Science 1 credit 2 Mathematics  
Texas History 1  credit 3 Texas History  PreAP 

**Physical Education 1  credit 4 Science  
      Elective     1 credit 5 Physical Education 

Elective 1  credit 6 Band 
Total 7  Credits 7 Survey of Languages 

 
*All students scoring below 2200 on TAKS will be placed in a Targeted Elective. 
** Students must earn 2 PE credits between 6th – 8th grade. 
***Students must earn 1 credit in Fine Arts between 6th -8th grade. 
****Students must earn .5 credit in Career Connections which is offered to 7th-8th graders. 
 

8TH GRADE Sample Schedule 
English Language Arts 1 credit   

Mathematics 1  credit 1 English Language Arts  Pre 
AP 

Science 1 credit 2 Mathematics  

US History 1  credit 3 US History Pre AP 

**Physical Education 1  credit 4 Science   
Elective 1  credit 5 Health/Speech 

Elective 1  credits 6 ****Career 
Investigations/PE 

Total 7  Credits 7 Spanish I  

 
*All students scoring below 2200 on TAKS will be placed in a Targeted Elective. 
** Students must earn 2 PE credits between 6th – 8th grade. 
***Students must earn 1 credit in Fine Arts between 6th - 8th grades. 
****Students must earn .5 credit in Career Connections which is offered to 7th-8th graders. 
Note:  By 2010 all 8th graders will take Algebra I  
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Gr ade L evel  El ect i ves 

6t h  Gr ade Elect i ves 7t h Gr ade Elect i ves 8t h Gr ade Elect i ves 
Physical Educat ion Physical Educat ion Physical Educat ion 
Survey of Languages  Career I nvest igat ions Career I nvest igat ions 
Spanish I  Pre AP/Espanol I *  Spanish I  Pre AP/Espanol I *  Problem Based I nquir y 
Choir  Spanish I  * * *  Spanish I  
Beginning Band Spanish I I  Pre AP (2009-2010) Speech Communicat ions 
Theat re Ar ts I  Survey of Languages Health  
Ar t  I  Beginning Band/Band Survey of  Languages 
Art /L i terary Magazine Athlet i cs (Boys/Gir ls) Spanish I I I  Pre AP (2010-2011) 
Problem Based I nquir y Dance Athlet i cs (Boys/Gir ls) 
* *Targeted Elect ive Choir  Dance 
 Theat re Ar ts I , I I  Choir  
 Pep Squad (counts as PE credit ) Theat re Ar ts I , I I  
 Mult i  Media/Research Pep Squad (counts as PE) 
 Desktop Publ ishing Mult i  Media/Research 
 Ar t  I , I I  Desktop Publ ishing 
 Synergisti c Lab Art  I , I I , I I  
 Journal ism Synergisti c Lab 
 * *Targeted Elect ive Yearbook 
 Cheer leading 7 (count s as PE) 

t ryouts requi red 
Journal ism 

 Problem Based I nquir y I nt ro to Agricul t ure 
  * *Targeted Elect ive 
  Band 
  Cheer leading 8 (count s as fine 

ar ts/dance)t r youts required 
 
*Profi ciency test  required for  admit tance 
* *students may be placed into a t argeted elect ive based on academic needs 
* *Beginning in 2009-2010, any 7th gr aders wishing to t ake Spanish I  must  take the prerequisite course, Survey of Languages  
High School Credit  Awarded Upon Successfu l Complet ion of the Course 

 
6 Ð 8 TAK S Requ i r emen t s 
The Texas Assessment  of Knowl edge and Sk i l ls (TAKS) is given in the fol lowing core areas at  the 
specific grade levels: 
Grade 6: Reading, Mat h 
Grade 7: Reading, Wri t ing, Mat h 
Grade 8: Reading, Mat h, Social St udies, Science 
Students in grade 8 must pass the 8th grade math and 8th grade reading TAKS in order to be promoted to 
the next grade level (Students are given three opportunities to pass these assessments).  NBISD has 
established several interventions to assist students who do not pass these assessments. A grade 
placement committee consisting of the principal or designee, the student's parent or guardian, and the 
teacher of the subject area failed by the student will prescribe the accelerated instruction that the district 
will provide the student during the summer before the statewide assessment is administered a third time 
(June/July).   
However,  i f the st udent  fai ls a third  t ime, the st udent  is ret ained at  the same grade level. The 
parent  or guard ian may appeal this retent ion to the student 's grade placement  commit tee, and the 
commi t tee may promote t he student  i f i t  determ ines by unanimous decision t hat , in accord ance 
wi t h local school board  standards, i t  is l ikely the student  wil l  perfo rm at  grade level given 
accelerat ed inst ruction upon promot ion. The final decision of t his commi t tee cannot  be appealed. 
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H i gh  Sch ool  Cou r ses Take n  i n  M i ddl e Sch ool  
NBI SD offers severa l courses designated for grades 9-12 in mi ddle school.  Students who take 
these courses may be required to meet  a dist r ict approved ent rance cri ter ia and must  show 
sat isfactory complet ion of: 

¥ the prerequisite grade 7 and 8 Texas Essent ial Knowledge and Ski l ls; and 
¥ the state requirements for the high school courses taken. 
 

St udents who successful ly complete a high school level course in middle school wi l l  cont inue t he 
sequence of courses in grades 9-12.   
 
Cl ass Ran ki n g for  H i gh  Sch ool  Gr adu at i n g Cl asses 
The purpose of class rank ing is to determi ne a studentÕs academic st anding in t heir high school 
graduat ing class. Academi c class rank is t he academi c posit ion a st udent  holds in relat ion to other 
students in his or her grade level.  Curre nt ly, any student  who ranks in the top 10% of their 
graduat ing class earns automat ic admission into any universit y in t he state of Texas. At  t his t ime, 
high school courses taken at  the middle school level are not  calculated into t he student Õs class rank 
(uniform GPA). 
 
Cl ass Ran k Ch an ges f or  t he Cl ass of  2009 and Be yon d (H ouse Bi l l  3851) 
The 80th Legislature mandates that a uniform weighted GPA program (HB 3851) be developed by 
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) beginning with all entering college 
freshman in 2009. 
 
The Texas Higher Education Coordinat ing Board is curre nt ly meet ing to determi ne t he fu l l  scope 
of the guidel ines of weighted GPA calculat ions which wi l l  be inst i t uted at  al l  Texas publ ic high 
schools for determi nat ion of admissions into public col leges and universit ies beginning wit h the 
high school graduat ing class of 2009. Some of t he immediate changes m ay include:  

¥ calculat ing high school courses taken in middle school into the uni form GPA; 
¥ giving equal weight  to dual credit , art iculated t ech prep dual credit  courses, and advanced 

placement  classes; 
¥ include al l  TEKS based courses into t he uniform GPA calculat ion.    

 
New Braunfels I SD st aff wi l l  keep st udents and parents informed of t he changes as they become 
available.   
 



 x 

New Br au n fel s I SD H i gh  Sch ool  Gr adu at i on  Requ i r em en t s 
 

Discipline  

Recommended High 
School Program  

Distinguished 
Achievement Program  

English 
Language Arts  4 English 1-4  4 English 1-4 

Mathematics  

4 including Algebra 1, Algebra 2, 
and Geometry (Math Models may 

be taken in grades 9 and 10) 

4 including Algebra 1, Algebra 2, 
and Geometry  

Science  

4 including Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and a fourth State 

Approved laboratory Science 
course (IPC can be taken in 

grades 9 or 10 only)  

4 including Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics and a fourth State 
Approved laboratory Science 
course (No IPC)  

Social Studies  

3.5 including World Geography, 
World History, US History, and 

Government   

3.5 including World Geography, 
World History, US History, and 
Government   

Economics  .5  .5 

Physical 
Education  1.5 Substitutions Allowed  1.5 Substitutions Allowed  

Health 
Education  .5 Health  .5 Health 

Languages 
Other than 

English  

2 must consist of Level 1 & 2 in the 
same language  

3 must consist of Level 1, 2 & 3 in 
the same language  

Fine Arts  

1 From Art, Band, Drill Training, 
Dance, Choir, or Theatre  Arts  

1 From Art, Band, Drill Training, 
Dance, Choir, or Theatre Arts  

Speech  .5 Communication Applications  .5 Communication Applications  

Computer 
Technology 
Applications  

1 BCIS, Computer Science, 
Computer Applications, 

Technology Systems, Computer 
Science, Computer Multimedia and 

Animation Technology, or 
Communication Graphics  

1 BCIS, Computer Science, 
Computer Applications, 
Technology Systems, Computer 
Science, Computer Multimedia and 
Animation Technology, or 
Communication Graphics  

Additional 
Components 
(Electives)  

3.5 Selected from state approved 
courses  

2.5 Selected from state approved 
courses  

TOTAL  26  

26 
+Advanced Measures Required 

(see next page for 
clarifications) 
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 + Advanced M easu r es Qu al i f y i n g f or  t he D i st i n gu i sh ed Ach i evemen t  Pr ogr am  
 
Requirements: 
A st udent  must  achieve any combinat ion of four  of the fol lowi ng: 

Ori ginal research/project/gi ft ed and Tal ented Advanced Research Project Offered in  
H igh School 
¥ judged by a panel of professionals in t he fi eld that  is the focus of the project;  
¥ conducted under t he di rection of mentor (s) and report ed to an appropr iate audience;  
¥ may not  be used for more than two of the four advanced measures. 
Test  data: 
¥ a score of three or above on The College Board  Advanced Placement  exami nat ion; 
¥ a score on the PSAT that  quali fi es a st udent  for recognit ion as a Commended Scholar or   
      higher by Nat ional Mer it  Scholarship Corporat ion 
¥ may be used for four advanced measures 
Col lege courses: 
¥ a grade of 3.0 or higher on courses that  count  for col lege credit , including tech prep  
     courses. 
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NBISD: Developing a College - Going Culture 
Pr epar i ng for  Col l ege 

Fro m www. Col legeforTe xans.com: 
I t 's never too earl y to start . Ready, set , go! For t he best  chance of success, student s need to begin 
prepari ng for col lege long before i t 's t ime to apply. The bet ter prepared students are, the easier i t  
wi l l  be to do everything that 's required for get t ing into col lege and get t ing on wit h thei r dreams. 
 
Choices st udents make dur ing t he next  few years wi l l  affect the opport unit ies t hey have for t he 
rest  of their l i fe. By prepari ng now to at tend col lege, students wi l l  be more focused on what  they 
need to do al l  through high school. 
 
Al l  st udents in t he 6th grade wi l l  be int roduced t o st rat egies and sk i l ls intended to develop their 
cri t ical thinking and advanced academi c capabil i t ies in order to prepare t hem for advanced 
coursework  which is offered in grades 7 Ð 12.   

Addit ional ly, NBI SD is accelerat ing curr iculum for 6-8 mat h and science classes in order to bet ter 
prepare al l  students for t he ri gorous high school  science and mat h course expectat ions. St udents 
who enter t he nint h grade in 2011-2012 (2008 -2009 6th graders) wi l l  be requi red to pass twelve 
end of course assessments to graduate in high school. Students will also have to complete a college 
readiness diagnostic test in the eighth and tenth grades beginning in 2012, which will allow schools to 
work with students who are deficient in certain core subjects in order to better prepare them for post 
high school education. 

Pr e-Advanced Placement  Cour ses ar e of fer ed begi nn i ng i n  7t h gr ade i n  Engl i sh 
and Soci al  St udi es 
 
Pre-AP Courses include specifi c content  and activi t ies designed to prepare st udents for both TAKS 
exams and success in col lege-level advanced academi c courses. Dept h of mat eri al requires st udents 
to read and wri te extensively in and out  of class. 
 
Wh o Sh ou l d Tak e Pr e-AP Cl asses? 
 
St udents should display t hree characteri st ics to enrol l  in Pre-AP courses: 

1. I nterest  in intense explorat ion of the course mat er ial 
2. Responsible st udy ski l ls 
3. St rong personal commitment  to accomplishing 
    objectives and course requirements 

 
Sh ou l d st u den t s t ake  al l  Pr e-AP or  AP or  Dual  Cr edi t  Cl asses? 
St udents are encouraged to chal lenge t hemselves but  also to fi nd a balance among advanced 
courses, ext ra-curri cular activi t ies, and outside activi t ies. St udents should not  feel t hat  t hey have 
to take al l  classes at  the Pre-AP/AP/Dual Credit  level. The decision on the number of Pre-
AP/AP/Dual Credit  classes should be an individual decision based on t he schedule and interest  of 
each st udent  and parent  guidance. 
 
Planning AheadÉ  
H igh school st udents can earn col lege credits by signing up for high school courses which include 
Advanced Pl acemen t , Du al  Cr edi t , or L ocal /St at e Ar t i cu l at i ons through Tech  Pr ep 
agreements wit h local col leges.   
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Advanced Placement: St udents earn col lege credit  through t he College Board AP Exami nat ions 
which are offered in May of each year.   There is a fee for each AP exam.   
Dual Credit: New Braunfels I ndependent  School Di st ri ct is part ner ing wi t h t he Alamo 
Community College Di st ri ct to give st udents an opport unity to earn col lege credit  whi le in high 
school by enrol l ing in dual credit  courses.  These courses may be offered concurre nt ly as Dual 
Credit  and Advanced Placement . There is no fee to take these classes. 
 
Local/State Articulated Tech Prep courses: St udents take high school courses in which 
approved teachers are using col lege level curr iculum enabl ing t hem to accrue col lege credits.   
 
AP, Dual Credit  and PreAP courses focus on col lege-preparatory and col lege-level sk i l ls and 
think ing.  Oft en, addit ional t ime outside of class is requi red to adequately complete coursework .  
Successful students in these courses are oft en well-organized and self-mot ivated. 
 
Dr oppi n g a Pr eAP cou r se 
1.  St uden t -i n i t i at ed d r ops : 
St udents who are enrol led in a Pre AP course may choose to drop t he course for any reason 
anyt ime dur ing t he fi rst  4 weeks of the school year.   Any grades earned in t he  PreAP course pr ior 
to the drop date wil l  remai n wi t h t he student  and be l inked to the corre sponding academi c course 
in i t s place. 
 
2.  Teacher -i n i t i at ed d r ops : 
A teacher may reserv e t he ri ght  to dismi ss a student  fro m a Pre AP course at  any t ime duri ng the 
year i f: 

o There is persistent  misbehavior,  OR 
o The student  cont inues to have fai l ing grades aft er at tending t utori als on severa l 

occasions and a parent -teacher conference has t aken place. 
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Preparing for a College - Going Culture (cont.) 
Car efu l  pl an n i n g a cou r se of  st u dy du r i n g t he mi ddl e sch ool  year s wi l l  p r epar e st uden t s 
for  h i gh  sch ool  cou r ses as we l l  as bet t er  p r epar e t hem  for  success af t er  h i gh  sch ool .  
Some of  ou r  l ar ger  Texas col l ege admi ssi on  of f i cer s h ave t he f ol l owi n g w or ds  of  
wi sdom: 
 
 
 
 
 
ÒTo pr epar e st udent s for  T exas A& M , h i gh  school  counselor s  
m ust  encour age t h em  t o chal l enge t h em selv es w i t h  t he m ost  
r i gor ous of  cou r ses. T he r esu l t s ar e clear , st ud ent s becom e 
successfu l  not  on l y  academ i cal l y  i n  col l ege, bu t  i n  l i fe as w el lÓ 
Texas A& M  U ni ver si t y , Of f i ce of  Adm i ssi ons 
 

 
      
 
 
   “We applaud the efforts to counsel students into four years of college    
    prep math. Every major on this campus now requires at 
     least one college level math course.” 
-          Campus to  Counselor 
       Publicati on from th e Direct or of Adm issions, 
        Universit y of Texas at Austi n 
 
 
 

 
 

“We encourage students to take ‘real’ chemistry and 
physics. The evidence is in: lack of experience in higher 

level science courses correlates positively with poor 
grades in A&M science courses. It is better for students 
to have chemistry and physics in high school with a ‘C’ 

than never to have had it at all.” 
Tex as A& M Un ive r si t y , Of f i ce  o f  Ad m issio n s . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Studies show students who take a 
strong course of study in high school 
score higher on college entrance exams 
such as the SAT, the ACT and better 
prepare you to meet college expectation. From College Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 Taking the Challenge Ð Accelerating math and science for ALL!  
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Subj ect  

  
Gr ade 

 
Cr ed i t s 

 
L ANGUAGE ART S 
    
Language Arts 6 
 

 Grade Placement :  6 (1 Credit ) 

Prerequisi te:  English Language Arts 5 
The 6th Grade English course wi l l  focus on t he int roduct ion of close reading, analyzing tone, mood, and style 
through a var iety of genres including fict ion, nonfict ion, and poet ry.  The course wi l l  expound on t he 
foundat ion in t he technical  aspects of wr i t ing and reading.  All students wi l l  begin the process of applyi ng, 
analyzing, evaluat ing, and creat ing using advanced st rategies. Students wi l l  recognize and analyze basic 
l i terary elements such as plot  structure, symbol ism, and t heme. Using their  own l i fe exper iences, they wi l l  
wr i te narrat ives that  reflect  deep concerns and ideas.  They wi l l  wr i te to explain, analyze, and to understand 
with fur ther  development  of coherence, organizat ion, voice, depth of ideas, and convent ions.   This course wi l l  
give students the foundat ion for  t he study of l i terature and composit ion in later  grades. 
 
What’s Next?  English Language Arts 7 or English Language Arts 7 Pre AP 
 
L ANGUAGES OT H ER TH AN ENGL I SH  
    
Explor ing  Languages and Their  Cul tures   Grade Placement :  6-8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none    
This course wi l l  give students an int roduct ion to basic Spanish cul tures and language. Vocabulary and grammar wi l l  
enable to students to learn to discuss simple, everyday topi cs, such as fami ly, school , numbers, t ime, colors, spor ts, and 
clothing.  Oral  and wri t ten pract i ce is stressed.   
 

What’s Next?  Spanish I 
 
    
Spanish I  Pre AP/ Espa–ol  1  Grade Placement :  6 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te: Proficiency Exam Requi red    
 
Students wi l l  be given a diagnost ic exam for  ent ry. This year long course i s designed for the student who i s at  an 
intermediate to advanced profi ciency in speaking and l istening.  The emphasis wi l l  be placed on higher  level  cr i t ical  
thinking and the development of accuracy in reading, wr i t i ng, and speaking. Students wi l l  earn 1.0 high school  credi t  upon 
successful  complet ion of this course. Students who have a profi ciency in the Spanish language such as nat ive speakers and 
/or Dual  Language students wi l l  be given a proficiency exam for ent ry.  See your  counselor  for  fur ther detai ls. 
 
What’s Next?  Spanish II Pre AP / Espa–ol  II 
 
M ATH EM ATI CS 

    
Mathemat ics 6 / M ath  I   Grade Placement :  6 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Mathemat ics 5 / 5th grade math TAKS  
 Special  emphasis in t his 6th grade math course is placed on problem-solving and applying concepts learned to 
real-wor ld sit uat ions.  Students compute fluent ly wit h nonnegat ive rat ional  numbers and have faci l i ty wi th 
their  appl icat ion in mathemat ical  and real-wor ld set t ings.  Students reason wi th rates and rat ios to solve 
problems.  Students investigate, represent , and solve problems involvi ng pat terns, geomet ry, measurement , 
data analysis, and probabi l i ty. This class blends the 6th and 7th grade TEKS. 
 
What’s Next?  Mathematics 7 / Math II 
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SOCI AL  ST UDI ES 
    
Social  Studies 6 (Contemporary Wor ld Societ ies)  Grade Placement :  6 (1 Credit ) 

Prerequisi te:  none 
This course is a study of people and places in the contemporary world.  The focus is on contemporary cultures using an 
examination of geography and the past to support critical knowledge of present circumstances and culture.  This course is not a 
course in World History, nor is it an examination of just World Geography.  The curriculum is an exploratory look at the 
ÒhighpointsÓ of history, political science, economics and culture set in the framework of geography. 
 
What’s Next?  Social Studies 7 (Texas History); Social Studies 7 (Texas History) Pre AP 
 

SCI ENCE 

    

Science 6/ Science I   Grade Placement :  6 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te: Science 5 / 5th Grade Science TAKS 

Special  emphasis in t his 6th grade science course is placed on problem-solving and applyi ng concepts learned 
to real-wor ld sit uat ions. This 6th grade science content  is an integrated course of ear th, l i fe and physical  concepts 
taught through the context  of the human body, the ocean ecosystem, energy and conservat ion, and space.  Interact ions and 
relat ionships are shown in each uni t  resul t ing in student l earning beyond the facts of science.  This class blends t he 6th 
and 7th grade TEKS. 
 
What’s Next?  Science 7/ Science II 
 

PH YSI CAL  EDUCAT I ON 

    
Physical Educat ion: 6  Boys  Grade Placement :  6 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
 
Students in this course wi l l  acquire the knowledge and ski l ls for  movement  that  provide the foundat ion for enjoyment and 
cont inued social  development through physical  act ivi ty.  Students wi l l  learn special ized ski l ls and concepts that  lead to 
confidence and competency in a var iety of physical  act ivi t i es.  Physical  act ivi ty wi l l  include lessons from team sports, 
individual  sports, aerobic sports and adventure outdoor sports.  
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 7 or Athletics 
 
 

    

Physical Educat ion:  6 Gi r ls  Grade Placement:  6 (1 Credi t ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
 
Students in this course wi l l  acquire the knowledge and ski l ls for  movement  that  provide the foundat ion for enjoyment and 
cont inued social  development through physical  act ivi ty.  Students wi l l  learn special ized ski l ls and concepts that  lead to 
confidence and competency in a var iety of physical  act ivi t i es.  Physical  act ivi ty wi l l  include lessons from team sports, 
individual  sports, aerobic sports and adventure outdoor sports.  
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 7 or Athletics 
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Subj ect  

  
Gr ade 

 
Cr ed i t s 

 
L ANGUAGE ART S: ENGL I SH  
    
English Language Art s 7  Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  English Language Arts 6 
The 7t h Grade English course focuses on t he development  of close reading, vocabulary, analyzing tone, mood, 
and style as the relate to theme and l i terary influences.  The course touches on cr i t ical  t hinking, and 
supports development  of grammar  and composit ion.  Cr i t i cal  thinking includes l i terary and text ual  analysis 
through the reading of a var iety of genres including f ict ion, nonfict ion, and poet ry.  Wr i t ing wi l l  have a two-
fold purpose.  Students wi l l  analyze and respond to l i terature t hrough t he wr i t ing process.  Wr i t ten 
composit ions, such as personal  narrat ives and persuasive essays, wi l l  cont inue the development  of wr i t ing 
ski l l s.   
 

What’s Next?  English Language Arts 8 or English Language Arts 8 Pre AP 
 
    
English Language Art s 7 Pre AP  Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  English Language Arts 6 
The 7th Grade PreAP Engl ish course focuses on t he fur t her  development  of close reading, vocabulary,  
analyzing tone, mood, and style as they relate to t heme and l i terary influences. The course  expounds on 
cr i t i cal  thinking, and supports t he development  of  grammar  and composit ion.  Cr i t ical  thinking includes 
l i terary and text ual analysis t hrough the reading of a var iety of genres including fi ct ion, nonfict ion, and 
poet ry.   PreAP students wi l l  move to higher  levels of reading as they examine the text s t hey read.  Cr i t ical  
wr i t ing includes analysis of l i terature and language using insight ful  discourse in a var iety of modes 
including persuasive and personal nar rat ives. Coherence, organizat ion, voice, depth of ideas, and 
convent ions wi l l  be fur ther  developed in composit ions 

 
What’s Next?  English Language Arts 8 or English Language Arts 8 Pre AP 
 
    
 
English for  Non Nat ive Speakers (ESOL) 

  
Grade Placement :  7 

 
(1 Credit ) 

Prerequisi te:  Oral and wr i t ten exam and LPAC recommendat ion 
ESL courses are designed to enable l imi ted English proficient  student s to become competent  in t he 
comprehension, speaking, reading, and composit ion of the English language.  Subject  mat ter  and concepts 
wi l l  be taught  using second language methods to emphasize the mastery of the English language ski l ls and 
the mastery of the TAKS.  
 

What’s Next?  English Language Arts 8 or English Language Arts 8 Pre AP 
 
 
L ANGUAGES OT H ER TH AN ENGL I SH  
    
Explor ing Spanish Cult ure and Language   Grade Placement :  6-8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This course wi l l  give students an int roduct ion to basic Spanish cul tures and language. Vocabulary and 
grammar wi l l  enable to students to learn to discuss simple, everyday topics, such as family, school , 
numbers, t ime, colors, spor ts, and clothing.  Oral and wr i t ten pract ice is st ressed.   
 

What’s Next?  Spanish I 
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Spanish I  Pre AP/Espanol I   Grade Placement : 6, 7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te: Proficiency Exam required 
Students wi l l  be given a proficiency exam for  ent ry. This year  long course is designed for  t he student  who is 
at  an intermediate to advanced proficiency in speaking and l istening.  The emphasis wi l l  be placed on higher 
level cr i t i cal  thinking and t he development  of accuracy in reading, wr i t ing, and speaking. Students wi l l  earn 
1.0 foreign language `high school credit  upon successful  complet ion of this course. Students who have a 
profi ciency in the Spanish language such as nat ive speakers and /or Dual  Language students wi l l  be given a proficiency 
exam for  ent ry.  See your counselor for  fur ther detai ls. 
 
 

What’s Next?  Spanish II Pre AP 
 
    
    
Spanish I *   Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Survey of Languages beginning in 2009-2010 
The major  essent ial  elements of reading, wr i t ing, speaking, and l i stening are taught .  Cult ural  aspects of 
Spanish-speaking count r ies are integrated into t he t eaching of these l inguisti c ski l ls. Students are expected 
to complete assignments and pract ice t he language outside of class t ime. Students wi l l  earn 1.0 foreign 
language high school credit  upon successful  complet ion of t his course. 

* Beginning 2009-2010, in order for a 7th grader to take Spanish I, they must have taken Survey of Languages 
as a 6th grader.  However, there is not a prerequisite for the 8th graders taking Spanish I. 
What’s Next?  Spanish II / Spanish II Pre AP 
 
 
M ATH EM ATI CS 

    
Mathemat ics 7/ Math 11  Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Mathemat ics 6 / M at h  I  
Special  emphasis i s placed on t he problem-solvi ng and applyi ng concepts learned to real-wor ld sit uat ions.  
Students reason wi th proport ional  relat ionships to structure and solve problems in two and three 
dimensional  geomet ry and to connect  rate of change, slope, l inear  relat ionships, and simi lar i ty on t he 
coordinate plane.  Students compute fluent ly wit h integers and rat ional  numbers and apply them in solvi ng 
problems, including t hose related to one-stage probabi l i ty exper iments.  Students in M ath I I  cont inue the 
t ransit ion from ar i thmet ic to algebra.   
 

What’s Next?  Mathematics 8 or Algebra I 
 
 
SOCI AL  ST UDI ES 
    
Social  Studies 7 (Texas History)  Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This course involves a detai led study of Texas from the per iod of discovery and explorat ion through the twent ieth 
century.  The study of the bui lding of our  state wi l l  not  only stress histor i cal  facts but  also promote an appreciat ion of 
the cul tural  her i tage and geographic diversi t ies, which have shaped the dest iny of Texas. There is an emphasis on 
the depth and breadth of histor ical  content  as t he students interpret  and use pr imary and secondary sources 
to acqui re informat ion. 
 
What’s Next?  Social Studies 8 (US History) Social Studies 8 Pre AP 
 
    
    
    
    



COURSE DESCRIPTIONS – SEVENTH GRADE 
 

 21 

 
    
Social  Studies 7 (Texas History) PreAP  Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This course involves a detai led study of Texas from the per iod of discovery and explorat ion through the twent ieth 
century.  The study of the bui lding of our  state wi l l  not  only stress histor i cal  facts but  also promote an appreciat ion of 
the cul tural  her i tage and geographic diversi t ies, which have shaped the dest iny of Texas.  The emphasis of the course is 
on developing cr i t i cal  thinking and analysis ski l ls, study ski l ls, and research ski l ls through integrat ion of st rategies 
sanct ioned by the Col lege Board.  I n addi t ion to cover ing the major aspects of the concepts, knowledge, and ski l ls as 
out l ined in the TEK S, this course extends the study to include a more detai led look at  content and an emphasis on the 
use and analysis of pr imary source documents. 
 
What’s Next?  Social Studies 8 (US History) PreAP 
 
 
SCI ENCE 
 

Science 7 / Science I I   Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
Special  emphasis in t his 7th grade science course is placed on problem-solving and applyi ng concepts learned 
to real-wor ld sit uat ions. Science Grade 7 is a course, which wi l l  focus on l i fe science wi th an integrat ion of chemist ry, 
physics and ear th science.  Concepts, which are found in common wi th other  sciences, wi l l  be emphasized in themes 
cover ing topi cs on envi ronmental  interact ions, systems and st ructures, energy, and changes over  t ime.  This course wi l l  
show relevance to student learning and understanding of science.   
 
What’s Next?  Science 8/ Science III 
 
    
PH YSI CAL  EDUCAT I ON 
 
Physical Educat ion 7 Boys  Grade Placement : 7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
Students enrol led in this course wi l l  understand in greater  detai l  the funct ion of the body, learn to measure their  own 
performance more accurately, and develop plans for  improvement.  Students wi l l  cont inue to acquire the knowledge and 
ski l ls for  movement that  provide the foundat ion for  enjoyment and cont inued social  development through physical  
act ivi t y.  I nst ruct ion is di rected more toward encouraging the incorporat ion of physi cal  act ivi ty into a dai ly rout ine and 
less toward fundamental  ski l l  development .  Physical  act ivi ty wi l l  include lessons from team spor ts, individual  sports, 
aerobic spor ts and adventure outdoor  spor ts. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 8 or Athletics 
 
    
    
Physical Educat ion 7 Gir ls  Grade Placement : 7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none    
Students enrol led in this course wi l l  understand in greater  detai l  the funct ion of the body, learn to measure their  own 
performance more accurately, and develop plans for  improvement.  Students wi l l  cont inue to acquire the knowledge and 
ski l ls for  movement that  provide the foundat ion for  enjoyment and cont inued social  development through physical  
act ivi t y.  I nst ruct ion is di rected more toward encouraging the incorporat ion of physi cal  act ivi ty into a dai ly rout ine and 
less toward fundamental  ski l l  development .  Physical  act ivi ty wi l l  include lessons from team spor ts, individual  sports, 
aerobic spor ts and adventure outdoor  spor ts. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 8 or Athletics 
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 Athlet ics 7 Al l  Year  (Boys)  Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This athlet ic per iod is offered to those students who are playing footbal l  and are t rying out for  basketbal l  and t rack.  
Team select ion for basketbal l  is by t ryouts and coaching staff approval .  Students must  have a st rong work ethic and 
l imi ted absences.  Students must then pass al l  classes each six weeks to remain el igible for  part i cipat ion.  Students who 
are selected for  athlet ic teams must  show proof of insurance and pass a physical  exam that wi l l  be good for  two years. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 8 or Athletics 
 
    
    
Athlet i cs 7 Al l  Year (Gir l s)  Grade Placement :  7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This athlet ic per iod is offered to those students who are playing vol leybal l  and are t rying out for  basketbal l  and t rack.  
Team select ion for basketbal l  is by t ryouts and coaching staff approval .  Students must  have a st rong work ethic and 
l imi ted absences.  Students must then pass al l  classes each six weeks to remain el igible for  part i cipat ion.  Students who 
are selected for  athlet ic teams must  show proof of insurance and pass a physical  exam that wi l l  be good for  two years. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 8 or Athletics 
 
    
    
Cheer leading 7  Grade Placement : 7 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te: Tryouts    
 
Cheerleaders promote spir i t  and spor tsmanship in al l  middle school  act ivi t ies. This course develops students' 
understanding of cheer techniques, stunt  bui lding, and dance movement . Students also par t icipate in intense physical  
condi t ioning. The student pays costs incurred from this course. Students must  t ry out  in front  of t rained judges for  a 
posi t ion on the squad.  Students wi l l  earn 1.0 Physical  Educat ion credi t  after  successful ly complet ing this course. 
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Subj ect  

  
Gr ade 

 
Cr ed i t s 

 
L ANGUAGE ART S: ENGL I SH  
    
English Language Art s 8  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Engl ish Language Arts 7 
The 8th Grade language course lays the foundat ional  strategies and ski l ls for  the success of the high school 
language ar t s courses.  Reading select ions shal l  include a var iety of genres including fict ion, nonfict ion, and 
poet ry.  Focus wi l l  be on vocabulary development  and the understanding of l i terary elements including plot , 
character , t heme, set t ing, point  of vi ew, and authorÕs tone, mood, and style.  Students wi l l  be expected to 
wr i te in al l  modes with focus on basic ski l ls for  sentence const ruct ion.  Students wi l l  wr i te expository, 
reflect ive, and persuasive pieces wi th focus on coherence, organizat ion, voice, depth of ideas, and 
convent ions.  
 

What’s Next?  English I or English I Pre AP (High School) 
    
    
English Language Art s 8 Pre AP  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  English Language Arts 7 or  ELA 7 Pre AP 
 
The 8th Grade PreAP Engl ish course lays the foundat ional strategies and ski l ls t hat  wi l l  br idge the 
t ransit ion from middle school  to high school and help prepare students  for  the chal lenge and r igor  of t he 
high school  PreAP/AP courses. Reading select ions shal l  include a var iety of genres including fict ion, 
nonfict ion, and poet ry.  Focus wi l l  be on vocabulary development  and t he understanding of l i terary elements 
including plot , character , t heme set t ing, point  of vi ew, and authorÕs tone, mood, and style.  The course 
focuses on close reading, annotat ion ski l ls, and cr i t ical  t hinking including l i terary and language analysis.  
Students wi l l  be expected to wr i te in al l  modes wi th focus on basic ski l ls for  const ruct ion, analyzing, and 
synthesizing.  Students wi l l  wr i te expository, reflect i ve, and persuasive pieces.  The course expectat ion is to 
meet  the diverse needs of al l  student s that  wi l l  help them become cr i t i cal  readers, wr i ters, and t hinkers. 
 

What’s Next?  English I or English I Pre AP (High School) 
    
    
English for  Non Nat ive Speakers (ESOL)  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Oral and wr i t ten exam and LPAC recommendat ion 
ESL courses are designed to enable l imi ted Engl ish proficient  students to become competent  in the comprehension, 
speaking, reading, and composi t ion of the Engl ish language.  Subject  matter and concepts wi l l  be taught  using second 
language methods to emphasize the mastery of the Engl ish language ski l ls and the mastery of the TAKS 
 

What’s Next?  English I or ESL I (High School) 
 
L ANGUAGES OT H ER TH AN ENGL I SH  
    
Survey of Languages  Grade Placement : 6, 7, 8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none    
 
This year  long course is a combinat ion of the Spanish, German, and French languages divided into two 
semesters. One semester  wi l l  focus as an int roduct ion to basic Spanish language learning, whi le the other  
semester  wi l l  be an int roduct ion to basic German and French language and cult ures.  Students wi l l  learn to 
discuss simple, everyday topics such as numbers, colors, t ime, family, school , spor ts, and clothing. Oral and 
wr i t ten pract ice is stressed.  Students wi l l  earn 1.0 middle school elect ive credi t . 
 
What’s Next?  Spanish I, German I (HS), or French I(HS) 
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Spanish I    Grade Placement : 8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te: None 
The major  essent ial  elements of reading, wr i t ing, speaking, and l i stening are taught .  Cult ural  aspects of 
Spanish-speaking count r ies are integrated into t he t eaching of these l inguisti c ski l ls. Students are expected 
to complete assignments and pract ice t he language outside of class t ime. Students wi l l  earn 1.0 high school 
foreign language credit  upon successful  complet ion of this course. 
 

What’s Next?  Spanish II  (High School) 
    

    
Spanish I I  Pre AP (2009-2010)  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Spanish I  /Spanish I  Pre AP and Teacher Recommendat ion 
 
The major  essent ial  elements begun in Spanish I  are cont inued.  This course is designed to increase aural -
oral  proficiency.  A more comprehensive view of Hispanic l i fe i s included in the conversat ions and reading 
select ions as exempli fied in the history, social  inst i tut ions, t radit ions, and cult ure of Spanish-speaking 
people.  Ear ly presentat ions are based on mater ial  previously learned.  The presentat ion of basic grammar 
is cont inued in Spanish I I .  A greater  emphasis is placed on wr i t ing the language and t he abi l i t y to read 
and understand. Students wi l l  earn 1.0 high school foreign language credit  upon complet ion of this course. 
 

What’s Next?  Spanish III/ Spanish III Pre AP / Dual Credit 
  

M ATH EM ATI CS 
    
Math 8/Pre Algebra  Grade Placement : 8 (1 Credit ) 
Math 8 (Pre-Algebra) is a program designed to prepare t he student  to study algebra in the ninth grade. This 
course wi l l  cover  pre-algebra concepts such as geometry, numerat ion, propert ies, equat ions and inequal i t ies, 
stat ist ic, probabi l i ty, problem-solvi ng, use of graphing calculators and computat ion appl icat ions.  Students in 
this course wi l l  use algebra in working with the concepts.  

 
What’s Next?  Algebra I 

 

    

    
Algebra I   Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Mathemat ics 7/ Math I I  (2009-2010) 
Algebra I  wi l l  expand studentsÕ understanding of number, operat ion, and quant i tat ive reasoning; pat terns, 
relat ionships, and algebraic t hinking; geomet ry; measurement ; and probabi l i t y and stat i stics.  Students 
reason wit h expressions, equat ions, inequal i t ies, and funct ions to model and solve problems in l inear  set t ings 
and to investigate nonl inear  set t ings (exponent ial  and quadrat ic) in order  to fur t her  thei r  understanding of 
l inear  and nonl inear  set t ings.  Special  emphasis is placed on problem solving and appl icat ion of ski l ls and 
concepts.  Students wi l l  also be instructed in the use of the graphing calculator .   
 
What’s Next?  Geometry or Geometry Pre AP 
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SOCI AL  ST UDI ES 
    
Social  Studies 8 (US History)  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This course is a survey course from the beginning of Ameri ca through the era of Reconst ruct ion.  Students wi l l  be 
introduced to the social , cul tural , pol i t i cal , and economic happenings, which shaped ear ly Ameri ca.  Studies wi l l  focus on 
cont r ibut ions of var ious ear ly groups and the basic elements of Uni ted States ci t izenship, including int roduct ion to the 
Const i tut ion, the st ructure and funct ion of our nat ional  government, and the impl icat ions of the Bi l l  of Rights.  The 
concept of America as a plural ist ic society and the elements of geography, which are necessary for  a bet ter  understanding 
of the histor i cal  content, are an integral  part  of this course. 
 
What’s Next?  World Geography or World Geography Pre AP (High School) 
    
    
Social  Studies 8 (US History) Pre AP  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This course offers a more advanced level  of study of the ideas and events to Uni ted States history from Colonizat ion 
through Reconst ruct ion.  The emphasis of the course is on developing cr i t i cal  thinking and analysis ski l ls, study ski l l s, 
and research ski l ls through integrat ion of st rategies sanct ioned by the Col lege Board.  I n addi t ion to cover ing the major 
aspects of the concepts, knowledge, and ski l ls are out l ined in the TEK S, this course extends the study to include a more 
detai led look at  the content and an emphasis on the use and analysis of pr imary source documents.  Var ious 
performance-based assessments, research assignments and projects wi l l  be included in the course. 
 
What’s Next?  World Geography or World Geography Pre AP (High School) 
 
SCI ENCE 
    
Science 8   Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Science 7  
Special  emphasis in t his 8th grade science course is placed on problem-solving and applyi ng concepts learned 
to real-wor ld sit uat ions. Science Grade 8 is a course, which wi l l  focus on earth science wi th an integrat ion of chemist ry, 
physics, and l i fe science.  Concepts, which are found in common wi th other  sciences, wi l l  be emphasized in themes 
cover ing environmental  interact ions, systems and st ructures, energy and changes over t ime.  This course wi l l  show 
relevance to student learning and understanding of science.  
 
What’s Next?  Biology or Biology Pre AP/ Integrated Physics and Chemistry 
    
    
Science I I I /I ntegrated Physics and Chemistry   Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te: Concurrent  enrol lment  in Algebra I  is recommended 
This is an accelerated course designated for  the student  who has demonstrated the abi l i ty and interest  in science above 
and beyond that  which is offered in the regular  Science Grade 8 course.  Use of laboratory equipment, safety rules, 
measurement  techniques, graphing and recording analysis, and interpretat ion of data wi l l  be st ressed.  Science Grade 8 
wi l l  focus on earth science wi th an integrat ion of chemist ry, physics and l i fe science.  Concepts, which are found 
in common wi th other sciences, wi l l  be emphasized in themes.  Prepar ing the student to enter  advanced high school  
sciences wi l l  be emphasized. 
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PH YSI CAL  EDUCAT I ON 
    
Physical Educat ion 8 Boys  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
Students enrol led in this course wi l l  understand in greater  detai l  the funct ion of the body, learn to measure their  own 
performance more accurately, and develop plans for  improvement.  Students wi l l  cont inue to acquire the knowledge and 
ski l ls for  movement that  provide the foundat ion for  enjoyment and cont inued social  development through physical  
act ivi t y.  I nst ruct ion is di rected more toward encouraging the incorporat ion of physi cal  act ivi ty into a dai ly rout ine and 
less toward fundamental  ski l l  development .  Physical  act ivi ty wi l l  include lessons from team spor ts, individual  sports, 
aerobic spor ts and adventure outdoor  spor ts. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 9  or Athletics 
    
    
Physical Educat ion 8 Gir ls  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none    
Students enrol led in this course wi l l  understand in greater  detai l  the funct ion of the body, learn to measure their  own 
performance more accurately, and develop plans for  improvement.  Students wi l l  cont inue to acquire the knowledge and 
ski l ls for  movement that  provide the foundat ion for  enjoyment and cont inued social  development through physical  
act ivi t y.  I nst ruct ion is di rected more toward encouraging the incorporat ion of physi cal  act ivi ty into a dai ly rout ine and 
less toward fundamental  ski l l  development .  Physical  act ivi ty wi l l  include lessons from team spor ts, individual  sports, 
aerobic spor ts and adventure outdoor  spor ts. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 9  or Athletics 
    
    
Athlet i cs 8 Al l  Year (Boys)  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  7th Grade Athlet ics 
This athlet ic per iod is offered to those students who are playing footbal l  and are t rying out for  basketbal l  and t rack.  
Team select ion for basketbal l  is by t ryouts and coaching staff approval .  Students must  have a st rong work ethic and 
l imi ted absences.  Students must then pass al l  classes each six weeks to remain el igible for  part i cipat ion.  Students who 
are selected for  athlet ic teams must  show proof of insurance and pass a physical  exam that wi l l  be good for  two years. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 8 or Athletics 
    
Athlet i cs 8 Al l  Year (Gir l s)  Grade Placement :  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  7th Grade Athlet ics 
This athlet ic per iod is offered to those students who are playing vol leybal l  and are t rying out for  basketbal l  and t rack.  
Team select ion for basketbal l  is by t ryouts and coaching staff approval .  Students must  have a st rong work ethic and 
l imi ted absences.  Students must then pass al l  classes each six weeks to remain el igible for  part i cipat ion.  Students who 
are selected for  athlet ic teams must  show proof of insurance and pass a physical  exam that wi l l  be good for  two years. 
 
What’s Next?  Physical Education 8 or Athletics 
 
EL ECTI VES 

    
Health/High School  credit   Grade Placement :  8 (.5 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This course in heal th educat ion is required of al l  students i n high school .  I n Heal th, students develop knowledge and 
ski l ls to address adolescent heal th issues.  Students gain a better understanding of the knowledge and behavior they use 
to safeguard their  heal th, par t icular ly per taining to heal th r isks.  Major areas of study wi l l  include fi tness, nut r i t ion, 
mental /emot ional  heal th, substance abuse, and interpersonal  relat ionships.  Students wi l l  receive .5 high school  credi ts.  
 

Communicat ion Appl icat ions/Speech for  High 
School  credit  

 Grade Placement :  8 (.5 Credit ) 

Prerequisi te:  none 
This is the only course that  meets the !  credi t  speech requirement for  graduat ion.  Students wi l l  examine the 
communicat ion process, interpersonal  communicat ion, group communicat ion, and publ ic speaking.  Students wi l l  ident i fy, 
analyze, develop and evaluate communicat ion ski l ls needed for professional  and social  success in interpersonal  si tuat ions, 
groups interact ions, and personal  and servi ce component  to this course. Students wi l l  receive .5 high school  credi ts.  
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Subj ect  

  
Gr ade 

 
Cr ed i t s 

 
EL ECTI VES (Con tÕd.) 

FINE ARTS    
Dance/Earns PE of fine arts credit  Grade Placement :7 or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
In this elect ive students wi l l  be int roduced to the fundamental  ski l ls of dancing.  The course wi l l  include st retching and 
condi t ioning, dance exerci ses, per formances of dance rout ines both individual  and as a group to var ious types of music. 
 
Choir  Grade Placement : 6,7 and/or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
The choir  program provides students the opportuni ty to learn to sing.  There are separate classes for  boys and gi r ls.  
Students also have the opportuni ty to part i cipate in large and smal l  ensembles, as wel l  as to perform solos, i f they desire. 
Students learn to use their  voi ces and to read music.  Choi r  concer ts are scheduled throughout the year to provide the 
students an opportuni ty to perform for  the publ ic.  There is fur ther oppor tuni ty for  UIL  compet i t ions. 
 
Beginner Band  Grade Placement:  6, 7 (1 Credi t ) 
No pr ior  inst rumental  musical  t raining is required as a prerequisi te to begin in the band program.  Beginner Band is devoted 
to the fundamentals of music.  Classes are grouped by inst rument .  Personal  interviews wi l l  be conducted wi th parents and 
students in order to select  an appropr iate inst rument  for  the student.  I nterviews are held in the spr ing before the new school  
year.  Parents/Students are required to purchase beginner  instruments wi th the except ion of the larger school  owned 
instruments.  Please do not  purchase an inst rument unt i l  you have a conference wi th the band director.  Students wi l l  need 
the recommended instrument and/or  suppl ies by the end of the thi rd week of school  in order to par t icipate in the band 
program. Al though beginner band is avai lable to 7th graders, band di rectors highly recommend that beginner  band be taken 
in grade 6. 
                                                                                                                               
Band  Grade Placement : 7 and 8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Beginner  Band 
This class is for  students who play a musical  inst rument .  Students wi l l  be assigned to appropr iate bands based on tr youts 
and teacher recommendat ion.  Students have the opportuni ty to part i cipate in large and smal l  ensembles, as wel l  as to 
perform solos, i f they desire.  Band concer ts are scheduled throughout the year to give the students an oppor tuni ty to perform 
for the publ ic.  There is fur ther oppor tuni ty for  UIL  compet i t ions.  I n order for  students to be in band, they must have 
par t icipated in band the previous year. 
 
Theater Arts I  Grade Placement :6, 7 or  8 (.5 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
Students wi l l  learn basic stage movement, audience et iquette, act ing concepts, play wr i t ing, and basic technical  aspects for  
product ion.  Students wi l l  also par t icipate in per formance and product ion of a performance, pantomime, and story tel l ing. 
 
Theater Arts II  Grade Placement : 7 and/or  8 (.5 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
Students wi l l  learn basic stage movement, play product ion, Readers Theater, puppet ry, Shakespeare or other classi c 
l i terature in play form, set  design and costume design. 
 
Art I  Grade Placement : 6,7 or  8 ( 1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
Through var ious ar t  media, students learn the language of ar t  and express themselves through the elements and the 
pr inciples of design.  Act ivi t ies include drawing, shading, weaving, pastels, cloth paint ing, and mask making. 
 
Art II  Grade Placement : 7 and/ or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Ar t  I  
Art  I I  is a cont inuat ion of Art  I .  Students bui ld on knowledge and ski l ls learned in Art  I .  More advanced techniques are 
introduced and ut i l ized.  Act ivi t ies include mosaics, watercolor, sculpture, etc. 
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Art III  Grade Placement : 8 (1.0 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Ar t  I I  
Art  I I I  is a cont inuat ion of Ar t  I I .  The teacher develops independence in the student by honing ar t  ski l ls. Act ivi t ies i nclude 
oi l  paint ing, ai rbrushing, claymat ion, and an art  field t r ip.  Average of a ÔBÕ in Art  I I  and teacherÕs approval  is required.   
    
Cheerleading(counts as dance/fine arts credit)  Grade Placement : 8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te: Tryouts    
Cheerleaders promote spir i t  and spor tsmanship in al l  middle school  act ivi t ies. This course fur ther  develops students' 
understanding of cheer techniques, stunt  bui lding, and dance movements. Students also par t icipate in physi cal  condi t ioning. 
The student pays costs incur red from this course.  Students must t ryout in front  of t rained judges and meet the standard set  
by the coach in order to be on the cheer leading squad. Students wi l l  earn a fine art s credi t  after  successful ly complet i ng this 
ccourse. 
 
TECHNOLOGY    
Multi Media and Research Technology  Grade Placement : 7 or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
This class focuses on computer-related terminology, basi c keyboarding, word processing, databases, and spreadsheets.  Using 
research models, the student wi l l  be int roduced to and develop public service announcements.  Aspects of Internet safety will 
be emphasized.  In this computer  course, students extend and cont inue developing ski l ls.  Students must  show proficiency in 
word processing, databases, and spreadsheets.  Students wi l l  learn to use Inspi rat ion, as wel l  as Microsoft  PowerPoint .  
There is also an introduct ion to web pages. 
 
Synergistic Lab  Grade Placement : 7 or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
The student wi l l  par t icipate in hands-on computer  guided act ivi t ies such as fl ight  technology, robot ics, appl ied physics, music 
and sound, video edi t ing, animat ion, etc. 
 
Desktop Publishing  Grade Placement:  7 or 8 (1 Credi t ) 

Prerequisi te:  none/students should be famil iar  wit h a keyboard before signing up for  t his course 
Desktop Publ ishing is a business course designed to al low students to develop proficiency in using desktop 
publ ishing software to create a var iety of pr inted and elect ronic publ icat ions. Students wi l l  incorporate 
journal ist ic pr inciples in design and layout  of publ icat ions including integrat ion of text  and graphics and use 
sophisti cated hardware and software to develop and create qual i ty mater ials for  business related t asks. Students 
wi l l  incorporate the process of analyzing informat ion and audience and choosing t he appropr iate vi sual  signals 
to communicate the desired message effect ively. Appl ied pr incipals are used to analyze and organize 
informat ion, set  up a design structure, and produce special  vi sual expressions. I nstruct ional ; strategies may 
include computer /technology appl icat ions, teacher demonstrat ions, col laborat ive instruct ion, interdiscipl inary 
and/or  culminat ing projects, problem solving and cr i t ical  think ing act ivi t ies, simulat ions, and project -based 
learning act ivi t ies.  Successful  complet ion of t his course wi l l  earn student s  
1.0 Tech Appl icat ions high school credi t . 
 
 
OTH ER EL ECT I VES 
Targeted Elective  Grade Placement : 6,7 or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Pr er equ i si t e:  Placed based on need    
This elect ive course is designed for  those students who need addi t ional  academic suppor t  servi ces in reading, math, science 
and, or social  studies. Those students scor ing below a 2200 on their  grade level  TAKS assessment  may  be assigned to a 
targeted elect ive which focuses on their  part i cular needs based on  data and TAKS test  and dist r ict  benchmark resul ts.   
 
Targeted Elective  Grade Placement : 6, 7 or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  Teacher , Counselor  or  Student  Suppor t  Team Refer ral  
This elect ive course is designed for  the col lege-bound student.  Students wi l l  learn strategies to ensure success in col lege-prep  
courses, such as Cornel l  note taking, text  out l ining, speaking, and test-taking st rategies.  Students wi l l  work individual ly, as 
wel l  as in tutor -led col laborat ive groups and col lege mot ivat ional  act ivi t ies.  The cur r iculum focuses on wri t ing, inquiry, 
col laborat ion and reading through the AVI D High School  L ibrar ies in both teacher and tutor -led act ivi t ies. 
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Pep Squad/Satisfies the PE Requirement  Grade Placement : 7 or  8 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
 This elect ive is designed for  the student interested in prepar ing for the high school  dr i l l  teams.  The six basic ski l ls needed 
for Myst ic t ryouts wi l l  be int roduced and several  oppor tuni t ies wi l l  be presented to perform the rout ines learned in class.  
The elect ive is l imi ted to 80 students. 
 
Art/Literary Magazine  Grade Placement : 6 (1 Credit ) 
Prerequisi te:  none 
The purpose of this course is to improve wri t ing and product ion ski l ls related to journal ist ic media. Emphasis is placed on 
wri t ing in a var iety of styles. Students apply organizat ional  and managerial  ski l ls in the product ion of var ious  art  and 
l i terary publ icat ions. Wi l l  count as a fine art  elect ive. 
 
Journalism                                                                                                                           
Grade Placement: 7 or  8          (1 Credi t ) 

 Grade Placement: 7 or  8 (1 Credi t ) 

Prerequisi te:  none    
The purpose of this course is to refine wri t ing and product ion ski l ls related to chosen journal ist i c media. Emphasis is placed 
on wri t ing, graphic design, and/or  photographic techniques. Students pract ice managerial  ski l ls in journal ist i c contexts. 
Students are expected design and develop a campus newspaper. Develop school  wide newspaper as wel l  as campus 
broadcasts. 
 
Yearbook                                                                                                                                Grade Placement :   8  ( 1 Credi t ) 
Prerequisi te: journal ism is suggested 
The purpose of this course is to fur ther  refine wri t ing and product ion ski l ls related to yearbook journal ist i c media. Emphasis 
is placed on wri t ing, graphic design, and/or  photographic techniques. Students pract ice managerial  ski l ls in journal ist ic 
contexts in the development of the campus yearbook. 
  
Career Investigations  Grade Placement:  7 or 8 (.5 Credi t ) 
Prerequisi te: none 
This course is designed for students to explore a var iety of career  opportuni t ies.  Uni ts of study include career  planning 
foundat ion, introduct ion to the career  groups, personal  money management, job acquisi t ion informat ion, and educat ional  
planning.   
Students wi l l  
 
Intro to Agriculture     Grade Placement:  8 (.5 credi t ) 
Prerequisi te: none 
A basic course designed to provide an introduct ion to global  agr icul ture.  The course includes inst ruct ional  uni ts in 
agr icul tural  career  development, leadership, communicat ions, personal  finance, and mechanized agr icul ture. Students wi l l  
receive .5 H igh School  credi ts upon successful  complet ion of thi s course. 
 
Problem Based Inquiry  Grade Placement:  6, 7, 8 (1 Credi t ) 
Prerequisi te:  advanced learners 
Problem-Based Inquiry is geared toward the gi fted and advanced learner. The mult i -discipl inary course prepares students 
for chal lenging si tuat ions wi th undefined problems, incomplete informat ion, and unasked quest ions.  
Uni ts of study wi l l  present signi ficant  subject  mat ter  content in a var iety of academic arenas such as math, science, history, 
arts, and language. Each uni t  wi l l  al low students to develop creat ive and unique ideas for  solving problems using a var iety of 
research ski l ls. This course wi l l  prepare students for  group content area research projects in seventh grade and for the Texas 
Performance Based Project  in eighth grade. 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 



 

 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ô 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 31 

Grade 6 
Course Title Course# Credit 

English (Lang Arts)   
Math   
Science   
Social Studies   
PE   
Elective   
Elective   

Total High School Credits 
 

Grade 7 
Course Title Course# Credit 

English (Lang Arts)   
Math   
Science   
Social Studies   
Elective/PE   
Elective   
Elective   

Total High School Credits 

Grade 8 
Course Title Course# Credit 

English (Lang Arts)   
Math   
Science   
Social Studies   
Elective/PE   
Elective   
Elective   

Total High School Credits 

Grade 9 
Course Title Course # Credit 

English I 
  

Math 
  

Science 
  

Social Studies 
  

Elective 
  

Elective   
Elective   
Elective   

Total Credits for 9th year 

Grade 11 
Course Title Course # Credit 

English III 
  

Math 
  

Science 
  

Social Studies 
  

Elective 
  

Elective   
Elective   
Elective   

Total Credits for 11th year 

Grade 10 
Course Title Course # Credit 

English II 
  

Math 
  

Science 
  

Social Studies 
  

Elective 
  

Elective   
Elective   
Elective   

Total Credits for 10th year 

Grade 12 
Course Title Course # Credit 

English IV 
  

Math 
  

Science 
  

Social Studies 
  

Elective 
  

Elective   
Elective   
Elective   

Total Credits for 12th year 

Career Concentrations: 
     Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources 

     Architecture & Construction 

     Arts, A/V Technology & Communications 

     Business, Management, & Administration 

     Education & Training 

     Finance 

     Government & Public Administration 

     Health Science 

     Hospitality & Tourism 

     Human Services 

     Information Technology 

     Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security 

     Manufacturing 

     Marketing, Sales, & Service 

     Science, Technology, Engineering & 
            Mathematics 

     Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics 

Additional HS elective credits needed for graduation: 

Foreign Language (2), PE Equivalent (1.5), Fine Arts (1), Communications Applications (.5), Technology Applications (1), Health (.5) 
State also recommends other elective choices correlate with studentÕs career concentration. 
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Student Name         Student ID     
 
Street Address        5th Grade Campus     
 
Parent Name         Phone Number     
 
Parent E-mail               
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There will be two slots in the 6th grade schedule for electives.  I t is necessary to list extra elective 
choices in the event that an elective class isnÕt available (a class may become filled, may not fit into the 
schedule, or there may not be sufficient interest to offer the course).  In this case, other elective choices will 
be scheduled.   
 

Students who score below a scaled score of 2200 on one or more sections of 5th grade 
TAKS may be scheduled into a “targeted elective” for extra academic support in the needed core 
area(s).  These students will, therefore, be scheduled into one elective of their choice and the targeted 
elective.  
 
Your signature below indicates that you have participated in the completion of this choice card and agree to the 

coursework selections indicated. 
 
_________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Student Signature  Parent Signature 
 
 
 
 

 

 Course Tit le For Office Use Only 

1 English/Language Arts  

2 Math I  

3 Science  

4 Social Studies  

5 Physical Education  

6 1st Choice Elective  

7 2nd Choice Elective  

8 3rd Choice Elective  

9 4th Choice Elective  

Please carefully consider course selections, and thoroughly read the course descript ions for each course selected.  
Elective courses are an important part of the curriculum and help students to develop current interests, discover new 
interests, and develop knowledge in various career pathways.  

2008-2009 New Braunfels ISD   
6th Grade Course Selection Card 
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Student Name        Student ID      
 
Parent Name       Street Address        
 
Phone Number    Parent E-mail           
 

 
  

 

 
There will be two slots in the 7th grade schedule for electives.  I t is necessary to list extra elective choices in the 

event that an elective class isnÕt available (a class may become filled, may not fit into the schedule, or there may not be 
sufficient interest to offer the course).  In this case, other elective choices will be scheduled.  I f you select a .5 credit 
elective, please be sure to choose a 2nd .5 credit elective course so a full year of coursework may be scheduled. 
 

Students who score below a scaled score of 2200 on 6th Grade TAKS may be scheduled into a 
“targeted elective” for extra academic support in the needed core area(s).  These students will, therefore, be 
scheduled into one elective of their choice and the targeted elective. 
 
 Your signature below indicates that you have participated in the completion of this choice card and agree to the 
coursework selections indicated. 

 

_________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Student Signature  Parent Signature 
 

Please return your completed choice card to school by the deadline.   
School staff will choose courses for students who do not turn in their choice card. 

 Course Tit le 
   

For Office Use Only 

1 English/Language Arts    

2 Math II    

3 Science    

4 Social Studies    

5 Check one:     ______Physical Education       _____ Athletics    

6 1st Preference Elective    

7 2nd Preference Elective    

8 3rd Preference Elective    

9 4th Preference Elective    

10 5th Preference Elective    

11 6th Preference Elective    

Please carefully consider your course selections, and thoroughly read the course descriptions for each course you 
select.  Elective courses are an important part of the curriculum and help students to develop current interests, discover 
new interests, and develop knowledge in various career pathways. 

2008-2009 New Braunfels ISD 
7th Grade Course Selection Card 
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Student Name        Student ID       
 
Parent Name       Street Address        
 
Phone Number    Parent E-mail           
 

 
  

 

 
There will be two to three slots in the 8th grade schedule for electives.   Students who have met the PE requirement (2 years 

of PE are required in grades 6th-8th) will have three electives, and students who have not met the PE requirement will have two 
electives.   I t is necessary to list extra elective choices in the event that an elective class isnÕt available (a class may become filled, may 
not fit into the schedule, or there may not be sufficient interest to offer the course).  In this case, other elective choices will be 
scheduled.  I f you select a .5 credit elective, please be sure to choose a 2nd .5 credit elective course so that a full year of coursework 
may be scheduled. 
 

Students who score below a scaled score of 2200 on one or more sections of 7th grade TAKS may be scheduled 
into a “targeted elective” for extra academic support in the needed core area(s).  These students will, therefore, be 
scheduled into one to two electives of their choice and the targeted elective. 
 

Your signature below indicates that you have participated in the completion of this choice card and agree to the coursework 
selections indicated. 
 
_________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Student Signature  Parent Signature 
 

Please return your completed choice card to school by the deadline.   
School staff will choose courses for students who do not turn in their choice card. 

 Course Tit le 
  For Office Use Only 

1 English/Language Arts    

2 Check one:     _____ Math 8th/Pre-Algebra      _____ Algebra I                        

3 Science    

4 Social Studies    

5 Check one*:     ______Physical Education       _____ Athletics 
* Students with 2 years of PE in 6th and 7th may leave this line blank if  PE is not desired. 
 

   

6 1st Preference Elective    

7 2nd Preference Elective    

8 3rd Preference Elective    

9 4th Preference Elective    

10 5th Preference Elective    

11 6th Preference Elective    

Please carefully consider your course selections, and thoroughly read the course descriptions for each course 
you select.  Elective courses are an important part of the curriculum and help students to develop current interests, 
discover new interests, and develop knowledge in various career pathways. 

2008-2009 New Braunfels ISD 
8th Grade Course Selection Card 
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New Braunfels Independent School District offers career and technology education programs in business, health careers, 
agriculture, law enforcement, automotive technology, engineering/manufacturing graphics, and consumer science education.  
Admission to these programs is based on interest and aptitude, age appropriateness and class space available.  

It is the policy of the New Braunfels Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, or handicap, in its career and technology programs, services, or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. 

The New Braunfels Independent School District will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a 
barrier to admission and participation in all educational and career and technology programs. 

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX Coordinator, Leigh Ann Dees at The 
Education Center, 430 W. Mill Street, 830/643-5700. 
 

El Distrito Escolar Independiente De New Braunfels ofrece programas vocacionales en Educaci—n Tecnolog’ca y de Carrera.  
La admision a estos programas se basa en interes y aptitud, edad apropiada y disponibilidad de espacio en clase. 

Es norma de el Distrito Escolar Independiente De New Braunfels de no discriminar por motivos de raza, color, origen 
nacional, sexo o impedimento, en sus programas, servicios o actividades vocacionales, tal como lo requieren el T’tulo  
VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, segœn enmiedna; el T’tulo IX de las Enmiendas en la Educacion, de 1972; y la Secci—n 504 
de la Ley de Rehabilitaci—n de 1973, segœn enmiedna. 

Distrito Escolar Independiente De New Braunfels tomara las medidas necesarias para asegurar que la falta de habilidad en el 
uso de la lengua ingles no sea un obstaculo para la admision y participacion en todos los programas educativos y vocacionales. 

Para informaci—n sobre sus derechos o procedimientos para quejas, comuniqueseacerca sus derechos o procedimientos para 
quejas, comun’quese con el Coordinador de el T’tulo IX, nombre Leigh Ann Dees en direcion Centro Educativo, 430 W. Mill Street, 
nœmero de telefono 830/643-5700.  
 


